an outbreak of pneumonia among legionnaires in Philadelphia. Legionella pneumophila still accounts for the majority of outbreaks of legionellosis, although infections due to other Legionella species continue to occur, including clusters of nosocomial infections.
A multisystemic illness, legionellosis is characterized by pneumonia, high fever, rigors, cough, myalgia, headache, chest pain, diarrhea, and confusion.
Pontiac fever, a syndrome of L. pneumophila infection, presents with many of the above symptoms, but without the accompanying pneumonia.
Legionallae are widely distributed in the environment and in fresh water. Syphilis is the classic STD that is cyclic in nature and that can be controlled by vigorous public health interventions. In the US, the incidence of primary and secondary syphilis reached a peak of 76 cases per 100,000 after World War II and then began to fall, reaching a nadir of approximately 4 cases per 100,000 in the years 1955 to 1958.1 In 1959, the incidence began to rise rapidly in both men and women, to 12 cases per 100,000--triple the level of a decade earlier. 
